Surgical management of thyroid carcinoma invading the trachea.
Airway invasion by thyroid carcinoma is an uncommon but important clinical problem. The surgical management of airway invasion is somewhat controversial, with some studies suggesting that conservative shave procedures might be adequate; however, the standardization and safety of techniques of airway resection and reconstruction have made en bloc surgery a reasonable approach for the management of such carcinomas. Tracheal resection and reconstruction for thyroid carcinomas with airway invasion might provide long-lasting palliation and might even be curative in a significant number of patients suffering from this disease.